SCHUBEIrT NOW!

Schubert Songs reimagined through
improvisation, vocal timbres between classical
and jazz, and live electronic sound design

Improvisations, timbres between classical and jazz
vocal techniques, and live electronic sound design
expand the infinite and sensual universe of Schubert’s
songs while enhancing the expressive tools of the
human voice and the harp. After the album Debussy
NOW!, nominated for the Classical:NEXT Innovation
Award in 2022, the artists adapted eleven songs

of Franz Schubert to their own instruments and
language, creating a series that introduces these
works to new audiences beyond classical listeners.
While respecting and interpreting the original songs,
they add multiple layers, believing the chosen

songs are universal and have many faces beyond the traditional
approach. The album Schubert NOW! was released by BMC Records
in February 2025. During live performances, improvisations enrich
the textures, inspired by the lyrics and atmosphere, weaving

them into an ethereal and immersive flow. Schubert’s songs

have a clear focus on rhythm, which inspired the musicians

to incorporate 21st-century grooves into the sound design.

Performers:

Veronika Harcsa - voice
Anastasia Razvalyaeva — harp
Balint Bolcso - live electronics
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SCHUBEIT NOW!

“Authentic and exciting third stream music.” - BBC Music Magazine, UK
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“A real treat” - The Art Desk, UK

“Singular work?” - Citizen Jazz, FR
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Program:

Wanderers Nachtlied 1’ 40”
Aufenthalt 3’ 33”

Die Stadt 4’ 16”

Auf dem Flusse 3’ 18”

Die Krahe 3’ 19”

lhr Bild 3’ 40”

In der Ferne 7’ 30”

. Meeres Stille 3’ 04”
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Der Leiermann 4’ 09”
10. Der Doppelganger 5’ 28”
11. Des Baches Wiegenlied 4’ 29”

SoundCloud Playlist Watch NOW! — Teaser and Concert Playlist



https://on.soundcloud.com/zVb5Iw4HWaWzNXxxk5
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrr4PfZCN5kj7dXUp6ckTLK7WLBvautp7
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“| feel these Schubert songs are universal, very much like singing a Beatles
song or a jazz standard. The unity of melody, harmony, and rhythm
sweeps me away just as with any truly great song, regardless of genre.
What matters most to me is that the performance feels authentic
and organic while remaining faithful to the composed music.”

Veronika Harcsd is an extravagant
singer, songwriter, and open-minded
music therapist. She is the first recipient
of the newly founded Bartok Prize as
Vocal Artist of the Year (2024) and a two-
time winner of the Fonogram Hungarian
Music Award. She studied jazz at the
Liszt Academy of Music and the Royal
Conservatoire of Brussels. Two of her
albums topped Japan’s

Tower Records vocal jazz charts,

and her projects have been performed

in over 40 countries. Her work

spans contemporary compositions,
electronics-infused classical songs,

and improvisation. Debussy NOW!

was nominated for the Classical:NEXT
Innovation Award in 2022. Schubert NOW!
was selected as a showcase concert

in 2025 and released in February 2025

on BMC Records. Alongside performing,
she completed studies in music therapy
to create interactive concert experiences.


https://harcsaveronika.hu/

“Schubert NOW! js about exploring improvisation. | discovered

a new freedom, a way to let these songs breathe through modern
instruments without diminishing their essence. Within each song,
we explore multiple readings, sometimes reducing a gesture

to a single thread, sometimes swelling it into grandeur, letting

the music speak as vividly as it did 200 years ago.”

Anastasia Razvalydevd is an innovative

harpist, confidently moving between early music
and contemporary sound worlds. Her projects
explore identity and expression, blending
tradition, authenticity, and improvisation.

She studied and earned her doctorate at the
Liszt Academy of Music and has taught there

and at Szent Istvan Kiraly Secondary School.

Her repertoire spans Baroque to contemporary
music, including numerous world premieres.
Razvalyaeva challenges preconceptions

of the harp as a delicate, romantic instrument,
revealing its power for both intimacy and intensity.
In 2018, she premiered a semi-staged Winterreise
for harp and female voice with Emé6ke Barath,
directed by Eszter Novak, for which she received
the Kult50 Award. The same year, she launched
Debussy NOW! with Veronika Harcsa and Marton
Fenyvesi, followed by Schubert NOW! (BMC Records,
2025) with Harcsa and Balint Bolcsd, reimagining
classical repertoire through modern instruments,
improvisation, and electronic sound design.
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https://www.facebook.com/razvalyaeva.anastasia/?locale=hu_HU
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“With Schubert NOW!, our aim was to filter the music through our own

sensibilities and convey what it feels like to us. For some, it may feel

provocatively free and daring. In most respects, we remained faithful to

the original, amplifying the emotions and states of mind already present

in the songs with our own instruments. We simply let its inner feelings

resonate through us.” {

Bdlint Bolcso is a daring interdisciplinary composer, <
improviser, and electronic sound architect, and a leading figure ‘
in Budapest’s free improvisation and contemporary electronic

music scene. He studied instrumental and electroacoustic

composition at the Liszt Academy of Music and the University

of Music and Performing Arts, Vienna and earned a doctoral

degree at the Liszt Academy. His work spans instrumental, vocal,

and electroacoustic compositions, interactive installations,

and applied music for film, dance, and theatre. As an improviser,

he builds and performs on custom electronic instruments,

blending classical, jazz, and experimental genres in real time.

He teaches computer music at the University of Pécs

and the Liszt Academy of Music. His compositions

and performances have been featured at Wien Modern,

Budapest Autumn Festival, Making New Waves, and other

major contemporary music events. He is a member of various

groups including the Budapest Improvisers Orchestra

and the Hermina Artist Collective. Schubert NOW! unites

the diverse threads of his musical universe, combining live

electronics, improvisation, and experimental sound design.
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C[I BACKLINE REQUIREMENTS
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Technical & Hospitality Rider

Instrument:

* One (1) 47-string pedal concert grand harp by one of the
following manufacturers in excellent playing condition:

* Lyon & Healy
* Salvi
e Camac

Monitor 1

Stage Setup

» One desk with the following dimensions:
120 cm (W) x 70 cm (D), placed according
to the stage plan provided.

» Two music stands (sturdy, adjustable
height, with solid sheet holder)

* One piano chair

* One chair without armrests



SOUND & LIGHTING

Channel & Monitor List

Performer Instrument Channel List Monitor / AUX
1 - Veronika Vocal 1. Vocal dry (X,LR’ own mic) Monitor 1
2. Vocal wet (jack, DI-box)
. 3. KM184 / Shure KSM137 / Shure SM81 / Rhode NT5 .
2-A t H Monitor 2
na i 4. KM184 / Shure KSM137 / Shure SM81/ Rhode NT5 R
3 - Balint Electronics 5. Stereo L (XLR) Monitor 3
6. Stereo R (XLR) Monitor 4
AUX 5: Vocal dry signal from the mixer to be sent to Balint via AUX (XLR)
AUX 6: Harp signal from the mixer to be sent to Balint via AUX (XLR)
Professional concert lighting appropriate to the venue and stage size.
3 CATERING RIDER
Available at arrival / during rehearsal: Hot meal (post-performance):
» Wholegrain sandwiches (vegetarian and non-vegetarian options) * One warm, balanced meal for all performers
* Fresh fruit and technical staff
» Coffee (with milk and plant-based milk options)
* Assorted teas
« Still and sparkling water
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